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Introduction 

 
The Chanteloup Loop is part of an innovative and shifting dynamic. First and foremost, the area is residential. It 
is also endowed with wonderful landscapes and a significant amount of space that is zoned for development. The 
project’s primary goal for the area once called Both Banks of the Seine Urban Conglomeration [Communauté 
d’agglomération des Deux Rives de Seine: CA2RS] and now called the Greater Paris Seine & Oise Urban Community 
[Communauté urbaine Grand Paris Seine & Oise: CU GPS&O] is to develop employment and drawing power in the 
region for companies. Consequently, it is a question of organizing development within the urban conglomeration 
by creating neighborhoods that provide housing, jobs and recreational activities for current and future inhabitants, 
within an urban environment that combines landscape and ecological advantages. This style of development will 
make it possible to decrease commutes between work and home and increase the number of nearby activities: 
services, businesses, leisure activities. Therefore, it will contribute to improving the quality of life. 
 
It is a question of: 

• Organizing urban development in order to give it coherence: build neighborhoods with mixed uses, 
housing and innovative activities related to eco-friendly activities; 

• Affirming an economic identity and developing new industrial sectors in order to find a balance between 
employment and housing; 

• Making the area more accessible by creating new roads, a new bridge and an adapted mass transit 
network; 

• Making the landscape more attractive: 
o Open spaces, in particular by developing agriculture for eco-industrial purposes (biomass and 

bio-based materials), 
o The Seine, by turning over its banks to inhabitants as spaces for recreation and tourism. 

 
These objectives have been organized into five major projects: 

• An urban conglomeration center in Carrières-sous-Poissy; 

• An urban periphery to the north of the area;  

• An Eco-industrial park, a business zone dedicated to eco-friendly activities;  

• A green space for eco-industrial agriculture; 
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• A river park in order to restore the banks of the Seine and offer athletic, recreational and tourist activities 
to inhabitants. 

Organize urban development in a coherent manner  
 

 

Restore abandoned spaces and uncultivated farmland, develop tourism and activities 
 
The area within the Chanteloup Loop is characterized by the presence of vast spaces located between urbanized 
blocks in the Seine’s loop: the hillsides of Hautil which highlight panoramas of the Seine and the landscape of the 
Ile-de-France region as well as a plain of almost 650 hectares that extends on either side of the interstate highway 
190, which crosses the region on a northwest to southeast axis.  
This plain is an immense polluted wasteland: leach fields, a methane-emitting garbage dump, purification station, 
backfill from quarries, etc. 
Consequently, it is impossible to build or cultivate comestible foods here. This unsavory place is often filled with 
transient people and neglected. However, it represents a significant real estate reserve, which is so rare for the Ile-
de-France region and forms a priceless, yet unexploited, natural patrimony: a landscape of twists and turns 
combining agricultural and fluvial spaces, the plain and the Seine. 
 
 
The project, in a few words:  
• A green “heart” at the center of a loop with eco-industrial agriculture space (environmentally-friendly materials, 
energy, etc.); 
• An eco-friendly and recreational park on the banks of the Seine freely accessible for the region’s inhabitants; 
• A blue “thread” after converting the banks of the Seine into natural spaces for walking and leisure activities. 
 
 

Eco-Industrial Park 
Business zones 
Europan mixed housing/business project 
Solar farm 
Ecological park 
Eco-construction park 
Open spaces to be enhanced: green heart [eco-
industrial agriculture, biomass and eco-construction] 
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Transforming this abandoned area into an asset for the region and its population is one of the project’s 
fundamental goals: a green heart connected to a blue thread! 
The areas unusable for construction or food agriculture can still be promoted from an economic and tourism 
point of view. The incredible potential of the Seine is showcased for all to see. 
To the south, an eco-friendly and recreational park will make it possible to create a connection between housing 
and the Seine. It offers inhabitants spaces for discovery, walking and activities. 
Consequently, even though the open and non-urbanized spaces are protected, they once again become useful to 
the local economy. 
 

 

 

  

Forests 
Open spaces to be enhanced: green heart 
eco-industrial agriculture, biomass and  
eco-construction 
Adjustments to the banks of the Seine 
Eco-friendly park 
Access to the Seine and towards Hautil 

A green heart connected to a blue thread! 
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Development based on several projects 

 
Context and objectives for the LIFE+ SeineCityPark project  
 
The Chanteloup Loop is a 1,700-hectare area, which is a part of the Seine Aval [Seine Downstream] landscape. 
This space has been affected by its history. First, as an area for market gardening, leach fields and alluvial 
extractions, it was urbanized in the 1950s and experienced a significant demographic rise. Between 1980-1990, the 
alluvial extraction quarries were backfilled, which completed the transformation in terms of this region’s 
landscape. 
 
The project’s goals are: 

• Offering spaces for living and movement combining conviviality with the preservation of biodiversity and 
the landscape 

• Setting up an ecological, landscaped and human framework between the different spaces 

• Connecting nature with the city 

• Restoring abandoned spaces 

• Making the population aware of environmental issues 

• Energizing and promoting open spaces 
 
The following actions have been implemented: 

• Creation of a landscaped and ecological system 

• Development of soft mobility pathways (pedestrians and cyclists) 

• Creation of a green lung: the Peuple de l’herbe park 

• Implementation of a transitional zone between the Peuple de l’herbe park and the Seine: the Seine’s 
riverbank 

• Creation of a transitional zone between the city and the Peuple de l’herbe park: the buffer strip 

• Implementation of environmentally-responsible projects for environmental education 
 

 
Some of the LIFE+ SeineCityPark project’s achievements 

 
Peuple de l’herbe Park 
 
 
In Carrières-sous-Poissy, at the center of one of the Seine’s many loops, the Peuple de l’herbe Park is the largest 
natural space in the Yvelines department. Dedicated to the preservation of biodiversity and insects in particular, 
the Peuple de l’herbe Park is a place for discovery, walks and recreational activities between the Seine and nature. 
The variety in the landscapes, flora and fauna is an invitation to escape from it all, with educational walks and 
unexpected viewpoints, only steps away from the city. 
 
To be discovered:  
On foot or by bicycle, discover the richness of the local biodiversity and landscapes. The Park is a protected 
natural space, dedicated to flora and fauna. The discovery of the site continues thanks to the Observatory, rising 
13 meters off the ground. Get a bird’s eye view of it all! 
Take a walk: 
Along the outskirts of the Park up to the Seine, bicycle paths, walkways and floating bridges invite people to take 
a stroll. Take advantage of different viewpoints, close to ponds (reed beds, floating houses) or the Seine’s 
riverbanks (banks, towpath). 
Have fun: 
Several play areas (pétanque, basketball, etc.) as well as a fitness trail were created. Take a break and relax! A picnic 
area is also available. 
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The project includes two components: landscape adjustments meant to add value to the site’s natural heritage and 
the construction of facilities for activities and discovery like the Insect House and the Observatory. Through this 
innovative project, the challenge is also to change the image of the region and develop its drawing power. 
 
Before the park… 
 
A former quarry exploited by GSM (aggregate extraction and agricultural exploitation, then backfilled), the site of 
the Peuple de l’herbe Park has progressively become a wilderness over time, with the presence of 2 “artificial” 
ponds: the Galiotte pond and the Vieille Ferme pond. The site is classified as a green zone (not zoned for 
development and submersible) in the flood risk prevention plan (Plan de prévention du risque inondation: PPRI). It is 
also classified as a type-II (large natural spaces) Flora and Fauna Natural Interest Zone (Zone naturelle d’intérêt 
faunistique et floristique: ZNIEFF). 
 
In October 2010, the Yvelines department promised to create a landscaped and recreational departmental park in 
Carrières-sous-Poissy, and establish a 113-hectare pre-emptive zone by virtue of Sensitive Natural Areas initiative. 
The preliminary study was validated in 2012. 
 
Renovations in order to promote biodiversity… 
 
Between 2013 and 2015, the worksite entered into its 
practical phase with various landscape and ecological 
renovations: creation of new topographies in the central 
prairie, creation of floating bridges over the Galiotte 
pond and bank, creation of play areas and a bicycle path 
along the rue de la Reine Blanche, chemin du Beauregard 
and rue Marcel Touboul. Construction of the Insect 
House and Observatory was launched at the beginning 
of 2014. Between 2015 and 2016, restorative 
adjustments were made to the banks of the Vieille Ferme 
pond and the recreational spaces on the rue Marcel 
Touboul (Northwest sector) were finalized. 
 
The project made it possible to improve the site’s ecological value, restore and promote habitats, flora, fauna and 
natural spaces like the Seine’s riverbanks. Although only slightly polluted (diagnostic of the subsoil), the ground 
was treated through phytoremediation techniques (plant-based pollution treatment). In parallel, the site’s 
topography was modified in order to improve the transitions between the land and water environments 
(“marshier” zones) and better distribute usages: adjusting the riverbanks into gentle slopes (alluvial bank), ponds, 
viewpoints, paths, etc. The objective was to encourage a variety of species. And in order to support this dynamic, 
new plants were introduced and planted. 
 
Architecture and nature…  
 

In parallel to the landscape-based adjustments 
carried out by the Yvelines Departmental Board, 
the Greater Paris Seine & Oise Urban Community 
ensured the project ownership of two facilities 
meant for the general public: the Insect House and 
the Observatory. 
 
Entrusted to the internationally renowned 
architectural firm AWP, the creation of these 
facilities was inspired by the relationship between 
Humans and nature, between the urban and the 
river. Consequently, the river and maritime 
environment is evoked through the Insect House 
and the Observatory, designed as an allusion to a 

lighthouse that guides sailors. Just like the floating houses, symbols of the Galiotte pond, the Insect House also 
seems to be floating above the prairie. Whether adjoined to or stacked on top of one another, the “small houses,” 
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which compose the two buildings are also the physical rendition of an architectural choice: reinterpreting the 
characteristic shapes of traditional houses that are very present in the region. 
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The “Green Heart” 

 
Despite its proximity to Paris as well as large urban hubs, the Yvelines department has been strongly affected by 
agriculture, especially towns such as such as Carrières-sous-Poissy or Chanteloup-les-Vignes. 
 
Created over 3 phases, the Green Heart has a total surface area of 300 hectares. Resulting from the desire to 
restore the Plain’s abandoned spaces in Andrésy, Carrières-sous-Poissy, Chanteloup-les-Vignes and Triel-sur-
Seine, the Green Heart strives to highlight the site’s landscape and the create new economic sectors. 
 

After work that involved draining, clearing and preparing the agricultural land, which started in 2013, phase 1 
construction on the Green Heart continued over 57 hectares between interstate highways 22 and 55. The last 
adjustments included various components, including the restoration of agricultural and pedestrian paths (2 km), 
with the construction of barriers and wooden markers. In order to ensure ecological continuity between the 
agricultural spaces and the Hautil woods to the north, 2 hectares of hedges were planted along the paths. In 
parallel, a peripheral protective valley – a kind of ditch planted with vegetation making the ecological management 
of water possible – was created. Already, the vitality of the first “growth” demonstrates the quality of the ground 
preparation initiated back in 2013. 
 
Cultivation… 
 
In terms of irrigation, this was conducted over an area of 24 hectares. Besides the creation of water and irrigation 
conveyance networks, this made it possible to create associated utilities such as the pumping station, “buffer” 
basins and drainage connections. The irrigated ground has been planted with corn. The other areas present a 
mosaic of different kinds of crops (flowering meadows, switchgrass, short rotation coppice) favorable to 
biodiversity. As for the growing of miscanthus, this has been carried out since 2015 in an area covering 14 
hectares. Thus the “industrial and economic” component of the Green Heart continues… 
  



 

8 
 

LIFE+ SEINECITYPARK – Layman’s Report 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Green Heart phase 1 
 

Legend 
Green heart Phase 1 zoning 
Ground plan 

Trees to be planted 
Grassy strip 
Basin 
Afforestation or orchard 
Restored afforestation or orchard 
Pathways 
Non-irrigated conventional cultivation 
Conditional preparatory and miscanthus cultivation 
Preparatory and miscanthus cultivation 
Grassy space 
Tall hedges 
Midsize hedges 
Non-irrigated corn and miscanthus 
Irrigated corn 
Non-irrigated corn 
Parcel for the production of phytoremediating plants  
Parcels not included in the easement 
Flowering meadows 
Switchgrass 
Asphalt zones 
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PROJECT INFORMATION 

Location: France - Yvelines Department 
 

Code: LIFE11 ENV/FR/746 
 
Project start date: 08/01/2012 
 
Project end date: 07/31/2017 
 
Length: 5 years 
 
Total budget: €3,473,266  
 
Website: http://www.seinecitypark.fr/programme-life/ 
 
 
 

PROJECT BENEFICIARIES    

Coordinator: Yvelines Department 
 

Partners: “Grand Paris Seine & Oise” Urban Community, 
Port autonome de Paris, Ecorem. 
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